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This exam is 50% of your final grade. Write in the Blue Book. 

One. Short answer. (9 of 50) 

1. How "true" is Winged Migration ? why? 

2. What is the effect on our understanding of the whole film of finding out the 
eldest son in Capturing the Friedmans is a birthday clown? 

3. Why were New Zealand audiences likely to believe in Forgotten Silver ? 

4. What did Cowboy Bob give Vanalyne Greene? 

5. What major conventions does Lesage identify as constituting the discourse of 
travel and food documentaries? 

6. How does Varda establish the law that governs the gleaners? 

7. What is Williams' final judgment on O'Rourke's film? 

8. What does Raphael identify as the main reasons for the expansion of reality 
TV? 

9. What is the mystery in The Devil Never Sleeps ? 


Two. Short essay. (21 of 50) You will be shown three different excerpts from 
work seen in the course. For each excerpt, identify the title, and if possible, the 
maker or production company (such as HBO). Discuss the excerpt in relation to 
the work as a whole (if we saw the entire film/video in class) or in relation to 
major ideas developed in the course. You should be able to discuss matters of 
form and technique (such as camera, editing, use of sound) as well as content 
and ethical issues. 

Three. Essay. (20 of 50) Write an essay that includes references to specific work 
seen in the course. 

The main tradition of documentary film has been involved with the social and 
political work which seeks to investigate and report on significant issues of 
public concern, often related to historical events, matters of governmental policy. 



and the social good. In the past decade we have seen a vast expansion in the 
number of documentaries and the forms and aims of such work. Discuss several 
reasons for this change and indicate several different trends by drawing on 
examples seen in class. Evaluate these trends from an aesthetic, communicative, 
and social perspective. 



